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Whatever your needs, access to and enjoyment of the 

countryside is rewarding, healthy and great fun. This 

directory can help you find out what opportunities are 

available to  you in your area. Get yourself outdoors and 

enjoy all the benefits that come with ité 
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This directory was designed for people with a disability, though 

the information included will be useful to everyone.  
 

Introductio n  

 

The Land of the Prince Bishops has some of the most stunning 

landscapes in Britain. From its high Pennine moorland in the 

west to the limestone cliffs of its North Sea coastline in the 
east, County Durham boasts an impressive variety of landscape 

for yo u to explore.  

 

Upper Teesdale , in the North Pennines Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty , is home to England's highest waterfall, High 

Force. Or you can go underground in Killhope Museumôs 

leadmines, in Upper Weardale. Alternatively , try spotting  

wildflower s and sculptures on the Durham Heritage Coast. At 

Barnard Castle , on the banks of the Tees, you can explore the 

romantic ruins which gave the town its name , as well as the 

sumptuous  Bowes Museum and the medieval R aby Castle with 

its majestic deer park.  
 

Whatever your chosen form of countryside recreation, whether 

itôs joining a group, getting out into the countryside on your 

own, doing voluntary work, or investigating your local wildlife 

from home, we hope you get as much out of it as we do.  

 

There is still  some way to go before we have a properly 

accessible countryside. By contacting Open Country or another 

of the organisations listed here, we help to encourage better 

access for all in the future.  

 

If you would like this Directory to be sent to you on audi o 
cassette, please contact Sam  or David at Open Country on 

01423 507227.  

 

 

Published in April 2010  

Copyright © Open Country 20 10  



 

 

 
 
 

 

Throughout the Directory you may see some symbols. These are to help you 

see what kind of facilities or information is a vailable.  Please also contact 

individual places to ask what they can offer people with disabilities.   

 

Key:  
 
 

A wheelchair accessible toilet is available  
 

 
  Accessible parking available  

 
 

A Braille guide and / or tactile book is available  
 

 
 

Large p rint leaflets are available  
 

 

Scooters / wheelchairs are available for loan  
 

 
 

County Durham covers a large geographical area. Sometimes we divide sections 

into areas to make it easier for you to find local information.  

Using the Directory  
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Open Country have produced three Breakfree packs 

for Harrogate District and Nidderdale AONB.  

 

Great for short walks, nature trails, children, cycles 

and people with disabilities.  

 

The packs have clear, colour maps for each 

place, with all the information you need to help 

plan your day.  

 

Get your packs from Open Country on 01423 

507227 and we will gladly post them to you.  

 

 

 

Breakfree, get healthy and  

discover your local green space! 

 

 
For details of other Breakfree packs, visit: www.breakfreeinfo.co.uk ,  

email: admin@breakfreeinfo.co.uk  or ring: 07977 480833.  

Only 

£2  
plus  

Breakfree 

http://www.breakfreeinfo.co.uk/
mailto:admin@breakfreeinfo.co.uk
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Disabled Ramblers  
 

Contact: Rose Norris, Membership Secretary  
The Disabled Ramblers, Orchard Cottage, Uplands, Ashtead, Surrey,  KT21 2TN  

Tel: 01628 621414  
Email: secretary@ disabledramblers .co.uk   

www.disabledramblers.co.uk/     
 

The disabled ramblers use a wide range of equipm ent to enable people with 

disabilities to enjoy countryside outings across the UK.  
 

Ramblers Association  
 

2nd  floor, Camelford House, 87 ï 90 Albert Embankment, London, SE1 7TW  
Tel: 0207 339 8500  

Email: ramblers@london.ramblers.org.uk  
www.ramblers.org.uk  
 

The Ramblers Association provides information, publications and promotes 

walking for all throughout England, Wales and Scotland. They can put you in 
touch with your local group.  

 
Guided Walks  
 

Durham C ounty Councilôs Guided Walks programme operates throughout the 
year and is an excellent way of exploring the County on foot in the company of 

experts. They range from short walks for beginners to those which offer more of 
a challenge. The programme also co ntains countryside events suitable for all 

the fa mily. The free publication is available from Tourist Information Centres, 
Libraries and  the Tourism team on 0191 383 3354 or visit 

www.durham.gov.uk/tourism.  
 

Information for participants with disabilities i s available from the Countryside 
Group at Du rham County Council on 0191 383 4144.  

 

Walking Clubs & Contacts  

mailto:ramblers@london.ramblers.org.uk
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Walking the Way to Health Schemes  
 

www.whi.org.uk   
 

Walking the W ay to Health (WHI) is the largest national body promoting and 
sett ing the standards for led health walks. It is a joint initiative between Natural 

England and the British Heart Foundation. WHI aims to encourage people, 

particularly those who take little exercise, to do regular short walks in their 
communities.  There are several schemes in County Durham , with walks lasting 

between 30 and 60 minutes designed to provide people with a safe and friendly 
opportunity in which to get exercise. Walks take place in the local community, 

mainly on level ground and are lead by trained  volunteer walk leaders.  
 

Easington Primary Care Trust Health Walks  
 

Tel:  (0191) 5 692847 . 
Email: getactive@easingtonpct.nhs.uk  
 

Organises a 'Get Active Get Walking' scheme in the district. Walks are 

accessible to all ages and abilities. Current weekly walk s are:  
Wheatley Hill Community Centre   Mondays   10 -  11am  

Blackhall Community Centre    Mondays   10 -  11am  
Easington Colliery (former Pit Car Park)  Mondays   10.30 ï 11.30am  

Peterlee Leisure Centre     Mondays   1.30 -  2.30pm  

Thornley Community Centre    Tuesdays   1 ï 2pm  
Haswell Community Centre    Wednesdays  10 ï 11am  

Seaham Leisure Centre      Thursdays   1 ï 2pm  
 

Easington: White Lea F arm Healthy Walking Scheme  
 

Contact: Paul Tointon, White Lea Farm, Easington Colliery, County Durham, SR8 
3UX 

Tel: 0191  5279612  
 

Walks every Monday, from Easington Colliery (former Pit Car park) at 10.30am  
 

Wear Walking For Health  
 

Contact: Lynn Wilson, 'Wear Walking for Health', Community Services  
Department, Wear Valley District Council, Civic Centre, Crook, DL15 9ES.  

Tel: (01388) 765555 ext. 217  

Email: l.wilson@wearvalley.gov.uk  
 

www.wearvalley.gov.uk Wear Valley has an ambitious programme of health 
walks. You are welcome to join the guided health walks or you may want to 

access the leaflets and walk independently! Please wear strong shoes or boots 
on all walks and it is recommended that you also carry waterproof clothing. 

While it is hoped that the routes chosen are in a reasonable condition, paths 
may be uneven and muddy with some stiles. Distances and descriptions a re 

approximate.  

Healthy Walking Contacts  

http://www.whi.org.uk/
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Walkers are asked to remember any necessary medication and to inform a 
volunteer at the beginning of the walk. Assistance dogs are welcome on the 

walks.  
 

For more information about any of the walks listed or to request walk leaflets :   
 

Independent Walking leaflet s &  packs available:  
  

Wear Walking for Health I niti ative -  general information leaflet ó7 short walks in 

Bishop Aucklandô 
Crook around the Compass  -  four  medium walks in the Crook area  

Footsteps through History  -  four  medium wa lks in the Howden le Wear area  
Walk / Cycle Wear Valley  -  routes in the Wear Valley area  

How many steps a day do you walk? Can you meet the ó10,000 steps a day 
challengeô? Call in or send for your personal record card. 

Wolsingham Walking for Health  -  thre e easy - to -moderate walks ranging from 
two to six  miles in length.   A leaflet is available to accompany the walks with 

information about local history as well as a map.  
 

Weekly led walks  
 

Every Monday at 10:00am  
  

From the Market Place, Wolsingham . Easy 1 ï 2 mile walks in and around 

Wolsingham.  
 

Every Monday at 1.30pm  
 

From the Resource Centre, High Street, Willington .  Easy 2 -  3 mile led walks 
around the Willington area using various routes.  

 
Every Tuesday at 11.00am  
 

From Glenholme Leisure Complex, Crook .  Easy 1 mile walks around the Crook 

area using various routes, with the Exercise Referral group.   All walkers 
welcome.  

 
Every Wednesday at 10:00am  
 

From the Village Centre, West Auckland . Easy walks approximately 2 miles. 

Refreshments available at the Ce ntre after the walk.  

 
Every Thursday at 10:00am  
 

From Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex, Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland .   

Easy 1 mile walks around the Bishop Auckland area using various routes, with 
the Exercise Referral group -  all walkers are welcome.  

Healthy Walking Clubs  
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Fortnighly Led Walks  
 

Auckland Amblers (walks for over 50s)  
 

This group for Over 50's meet fortnightly at 1pm at ASDA long stay car park, 
Bishop Auckland (unless otherwise stated). Walks approximately 3 miles.  

 

Coundon/Leeholme Walking Group  
 

This group m eets fortnightly on a Tuesday morning at 10am at Tees Wa lk  
Community Centre, Coundon. Easy walks approximately 2 ï 4 miles with some 

away days.  
 

Etherley Pathfinders  
 

This series of led walks is for a more advanced walker.   Each walk tends to be 4 
-  6 mile s in length.   Please meet at Etherley Cricket Club, Etherley, Bishop 

Auckland at 10.15am -  alternate Wednesdays.  

 

Howden Le Wear Walking Group  
 

Meet fortnightly on a Tuesday morning at 10am at the Community Centre, 
Howden le Wear. Short walks for beginners , returning for refreshments.  

 

St Johns Chapel  
 

Meet fortnightly on a Wednesday afternoon at 1pm at the Cattle Mart, St John's 
Chapel. Easy walks approximately 2 -3 miles.  

 
Wearhead  
 

Meet fortnightly on a Tuesday afternoon at 1pm opposite the Institute at 

Wearhead. Easy walks approximately 2 -3 miles.  
 

Wolsingham  
 

Meet weekly on a Monday mo rning at 10am at the Town Hall, Wolsingham. Easy 
walks approximately 2 miles in and around Wolsingham.  

 
Chester - le - Street: Footsteps to Fitness  and Next Steps  
 

Contact: Sa ndra Howes, Riverside Sports Pavilion, Riverside South, Chester - le-
Street, County Durham, DH3 3SJ  

Tel: 0191 389 5094    
Email: sandrahowes@chester - le-street.gov.uk  
 

Two walking programmes offering bi -monthly walks of 4 -6 miles on Sunday 

mornings , and every W ednesday morning, from March to November.  

Healthy Walking Clubs  
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Newton Aycliffe  
 

Contact: Pioneering Care Partnership, Cobbler's Hall, Off Burn Lane, Newton 
Aycliffe, County Durham, DL5 4SF  

Tel: 01325 321234 .  
 

This walking group organises regular led -walks, of less than o ne hour, through 
local parks or countryside for people of all ages and abilities. Two levels of led 

walk, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, some of which are wheelchair accessible.  
 

Sedgefield  
 

Contact: Jim Nutt, Sedgefield Bough Council, Green Lane, Spennymoor, County 

Durham, DL16 6JQ  
Tel: 01388 816166 ext 4887  

Email: jnutt@sedgefield.gov.uk  
www.pcp.uk.net  
 

Every week 'Health Walks' take place in most towns and villages in the 

Borough. The walks offer various options for all abilities from beginners (with 
walks o f 1 to 2) to those preferring longer walks of 4 to 5 miles. All walks start 

at 10.00am unless otherwise notified.  
  

Monday:         Ferryhill, meet at Town H all  
Tuesday:         Newton Aycliffe, meet at Pioneering Care Centre  

Tuesday:         West Cornforth V illage, leaving from Cornforth House  
Tuesday:         At 1pm, Sedgefield Vill age Health Walkers, meet at Parish Hall.  

Wednesday:     Chilton Village Walkers, meet at Hutton House Durham Road  
Wednesday:     Shildon Nifty Fifties  

Thursday:         Spennymoor, me et at Jubilee P ark  

Friday:         Trimdon Trotters meet at Trimdon House, Trimdon . 8pm  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Healthy Walking Clubs  
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Please note that paths are subject to natural erosion and their quality may vary 
over time. Maintenance of the paths should be on -going. Please ring your local  

Access Officer if you would like to report or comment on any accessible paths.  
 

There are many local parks and recreation grounds that are accessible or have 
accessible areas, in and around the towns and cities of County Durham . Many  

are m entioned here but please also contact your local authority or Tourist 

Information Centre for more information. It is also worth looking in our cycling 
section, as many of the railway paths are very accessible.  
 

We recommend  Walking with Wheels , a series of  9 cards det ailing walks in Wear 

Valley for wheelchair users, those with walking difficulties a nd people with 
pushchairs. It is a vailable from Wear Valley Disability Acce ss Forum Ltd, Unit 5,  

Crook Business Ce ntre, New Road, Crook, DL15 8QX. Tel: 01388 763 994 . 
Email: disabilityaccess@wearvalley.freeserve.co.uk  

 
The following maps are strongly recommended:  
 

Map: OS Explorer 305 Bishop Auckland.  

Map: OS Explorer 307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir.  
Map: OS Explorer 308 Durham & Sunderland.  

Map: OS OL31 North P ennines, Teesdale & Weardale.  
 

 

Durham Coastal Footpath  

 

A major feature of the coast is the Durham Coastal Footpath , an 11 mile way 
marked route from Seaham to Crimdon.  The path crosses sandy beaches and 

wildflower covered cliffs with a few surprising sc ulptures to discover along the 
way. A free booklet on the path is available from th e Tourism team, 0191 

3833354  or visit www.durhamheritagecoast.org , or ring them on 0191 

383 4640 .  
 

Easington    
 

Map: OS Explorer 308 . Grid ref: NZ 439439  
 

Easington Colliery  has a one mile circular route with spectacular coastal views 
that is suitable for pushchairs and wheelchair users. Go to Easington Colliery car 

park, where Seaside Lane meets Station Road (B1283). Turn left, car park is 
next on right.  
 

Easy Going Walks  
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TEESDALE  
 

Ham sterley Forest  
 

Contact Forestry Commission 01388 488312.  
Map: OS Explorer OL31 N orth Pennines Grid ref: NZ 101316  
 

Signposted from the A68, or the A689 at Wolsingham. Pay and display car 
parking. Approximately 1 mile of level crushed stone riverside path . The walk 

starts from the notice board at the main forest car park, and runs beside 
Bedburn Beck to Low Redford. Some wheelchair accessible picnic tables.  

 
Raby Castle   
 

Tel: 01833 660202.  

Map: OS Explorer 305 Grid ref: NZ 132221  
 

On A688 between Barnar d Castle and West Auckland. About 1 mile mainly on 
tarmac. Seasonal opening.   

 
Barnard Castle, Flatts Wood   
 

Tel: Durham County Council 0191 3834082.  

Map: OS Explorer OL31: North Pennines Grid ref: NZ 050166  
 

Coming into Barnard Castle on the A688, park at the top of the town off 

Galgate. 11/2 miles along tarmac and hard woodland track with some steep 
slopes. Park in the supermarket car park, where there is an accessible toilet.  

 
Barnard Castle, Paradise Walk  
 

Contact: Durham County Council 0191 3834082  
Map: OS Explorer OL31: North Pennines Grid ref: NZ 065149  
 

Park in lay -by just over Abbey Bridge. 2 miles along a hard woodland track. One 

slope from road to river. The walk goes along the Tees as it rushes through a 
picturesque gorge. Disabled toilets in car park at Barnard Castle.  

 

Grassholme Reservoir   
 

Contact Northumbrian Water 0191 3841920.  
Map: OS Explorer OL31: North Pennines Grid ref: NY 949225  
 

Signposted from the B6277 near Mickleton, about three miles from Romaldkirk 

and Middleton - in -Teesdale. About ½ mile along a mostly hard surface. Level 
gradient. Accessible bird hide. Visitors centre and tea room, open seasonally, 

with accessible toilets and disabled fishing platform.  
 

Hudesh ope Beck Walk  
  

Map: OS Explorer OL31: North Pennines Grid ref: NY 947258  
 

2 miles along a quiet no - through road which has smooth, mainly flat tarmac. 
There are several flat, grassy areas to get down to the beck. Nearest accessible 

toilets in Middleton - in -Teesdale.  

Easy Going Walks  
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Bowlees Picnic Area   
 

Contact Durham County Council 0191 3833594.  
Map: OS Explorer OL31: North Pennines Grid ref: NY 907282  

3 miles North West of Middleton - in -Teesdale on the B6277 to Alston. A third of 
a mile along fairly smooth, mainly flat track.   

 

High Force  
 

Contact :  Raby Estates 01833 690209  
Map: OS Explorer OL31 : North Pennines Grid ref: NY 885286  
 

5 miles west of Middleton - in -Teesdale on B6 277. ½ mile gravel path, on a long 

slope.  
 

Cow Green  
 

Contact Northumbria n Water 0191 383 2222.  

Map: OS Explorer OL31:  North Pennines Grid ref : NY 811310  
 

No to ilets. About 3 miles from Langdon Beck off B6277 and 3 miles North West 
of High Force. 4 miles on smooth tarmac. Long slope. From Wheelhead Sike car 

park, walk back along the road for a short distance, and you will see signs for 
the wheelchair path, runnin g parallel to the reservoir. A very exposed site ï 

dress warmly!  
 

WEAR VALLEY  

 
Pow Hill Country P ark  
 

Edmundbyers, Derwent Reservoir, Consett, DH8 9ND  

Tel: Durham County  Council 0191 383 3594  
Email: rangers@durh am.gov.uk  

www.durham.gov.uk  
Map: OS Explorer 307: Consett and Derwent Reservoir. Grid ref: NZ 010516  
 

Off the B6306 between Edmundbyers and Blanchland. A moorland country park 

on the banks of Derwent Reservoir. Fr om the free car park, there is a 1/2 mile 
walk along a c rushed stone path,  mainly level, to a picnic area and viewpoint. 

Toilet not accessible.  
 

Waskerley Way  Railway Walk  
 

Contact Durham County  Council 0191 383 3594  

Map: OS Explorer 307: Consett and Derw ent Reservoir. Grid ref: NZ 032454  
 

From B6278 Stanhope to Edmundbyers Road, take the road to Castleside and 
Waskerley Reservoir. From the free car park at Hawkburn Head there is a 2  ½  

mile  walk to Waskerley Station along a cinder track, with a steady inc line and  
one accessible gate. Nearest accessible toilet at Durham Dales Centre, 

Stanhope  (6 miles).  

Easy Going Walks  
 

P 

mailto:rangers@durham.gov.uk
http://www.durham.gov.uk/
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Stanhope Riverside  Walk  
 

Contact Wear Valley District Council, 01388 766339.  
Map: OS Explorer 307: Consett and Derwent Reservoir. Grid ref: NY 996393  
 

1 mile circular walk on tarmac, with a short slope leading to a level riverside 

path. Parking is free at the Durham Dales Centre which has an accessible toilet 

(RADAR).  
 

Tunstall Reservoir  
 

Contact :  Northumbria n Water -  0191 383 2222.  
Map: OS Explorer 30 7: Consett and Derwent Reservoir. Grid ref: NZ 064413  
 

Signposted 21/2 miles from the A689 in Wolsingham, entering Leazes Lane at 

School Site. 2 miles along a smooth no - through road by Tunstall Reservoir. 
Level first part, gently hilly second part. Accessi ble portaloo chemical toilets at 

picnic area.  
 

Wolsingham Wayfarers Walk  
 

Map: OL31 North Pennines. Grid ref: NZ 072373  
 

Starting in the recreation ground or Demesne Mill Picnic Area, the walk is a 1.5 
mile path circulating the historic part of Wolsingh am. Surface varies from 

crushed stone and tarmac to reinforced concrete and paving slabs. Accessible 

toilet in Bowling Green Pavilion at the Recreation Ground. Leaflet available from 
Wear Valley Disability Access Forum Ltd ï 01388 763994.  

 
Collier Wood Pic nic Area  
 

Tel: Contact Durham County  Council 0191 383 3594.  

Map: OS Explorer 305 Bishop Auckland. Grid ref: NZ 129365  
 

On the A68, a quarter of a mile from roundabout at junction with A689 . ½ mile  
circular walk along a mostly flat woodland track to a viewpo int over Weardale. 

Fairly level. Picnic tables.  
 

Bishopôs Park, Bishop Auckland 
 

Map: OS Explorer 305 Bishop Auckland. Grid ref: NZ 212302  
 

From Bishop Auckland Market place through the castle gateway there is a walk 

of about 1 mile to the Deer House, retu rning by same route. Some steep 
gradients. By kind permission of the Park Keeper, Blue Badge holders may park 

on the drive while on their walk. Nearest accessible toilet is in the bus station 
(RADAR). For castle, tea room and access ring 01388 601627.  

Easy Going Walks  

P 
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Low Barns Nature Reserve  -  see  page 56  
 

Tel: Contact Durham Wildlife Trust 01388 488728.  
Map: OS Explorer 305 Bishop Auckland. Grid ref: NZ 160315  
 

4 miles south of Crook, follow the brown signs from the A68. 1 ½  mile circular 

walk on fairly smooth cinder t rack. Mainly flat, with some short slopes. 

Accessible toilet in the Visitor Centre, which also has information and 
refreshments. 3 accessible bird hides.  

 
Derwentside  
 

Map: Explorer 307 Consett and Derwent Reservoir . Grid Ref: NZ 122579  
 

Walk is accessib le for wheelchair users and other with restricted mobility. 

Wheelchair access to Swalwell Visitor Centre, Thornley Woodlands Centre and 
Derwenthaugh Park. Disabled toilets at Thornley Woodlands Centre and 

Swalwell Visitor Centre. Thornley Woodlands Centre has a short nature trail 
close to the building which is accessible for wheelchair users.  

 
Waldridge Fell Country Park  
 

Chester - le-Street  

Map: Explorer 308. Durham and Sunderland. Grid ref: NZ 251498  
 

Special routes from three car parks surfaced for wheelch air use, with a number 

of seats along the way. Paths open up part of the Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. No toilets.  

   
 

 

Easy Going Walks  
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Open Access  
 

This major new right to walk freely over mapped óaccess 
landô was completed across England on October 31 2005. 

The new right of open access includes using a wheelchair or 
mobility scooter. Clearly, most areas will not be very 

accessible, but you  can  visit the óPlaces to Goô section on 

www.countrysideaccess.gov. uk . o r call the Open Access 
Contact Centre on 0845 100 3298. Use these to check in 

advance for any local restrictions. Access land is shown on 
the new OS maps.  

 

Permissive access  
 

http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk  
 

Increasingly, permissive rights of access  are created under the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) farm conservation schemes. On 

the website you can find details and maps of more than 1,800 walks and rides 
and areas of open access. Only a small proportion have access for a ll. Printed 

copies are held by some councils. These rights of access are often only for a few  
years, and more are being added.  
 

There are 16 DEFRA  sites with access in County Durham, though only 2 are 

listed as being possibly accessible to all .  Many state  good paths that are of a 
short (less than 1 mile) distance. Look up the website for details of other walks 

or contact DEFRA directly.  
 

Bracken Hill Wood  
 

Near Dur ham  
Map: OS Explorer 308 Durham Grid ref: NZ 276434  
 

It is proposed that at least some of th e site will be made wheelchair accessible 

in the future ï watch this space!  
 

East Mellwaters Farm  
 

Near Barnard Castle  

Map: OS Explorer OL31 North Pennines Grid ref: NY 968127   
 

A sensitively managed farm offering much of interest to people of all abiliti es, 
with trails of up to 4.2 miles.  

 
For more information and practical advice on walking go to 

www.visitnortheastengland.co.uk/walking or the Ramblersô Association website 
on www.ramblers.org.uk/info  

Easy Going Walks  

http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/
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www.durham. gov.uk  has in -depth details on 17 picnic sites. These sites vary 

greatly, but we have shown the most accessible.  
 

Allensford Picnic Area   
 

Wheelchair access to most of the site, including refreshment area and 
shop. Almost totally level grassed site with  very slight inclines. Located close to 

the picnic area is Deneburn Wood where ¼ mile of resurfaced pathway and a 
deck overlooking the River Derwent are accessible to wheelchair users. 

Accessible toilet (RADAR key)  
 

Bowlees Picnic Area  
 

(off the B6277) M iddleton - in -Teesdale, County Durham, DL12 
0XF 

Tel: 01833 622292 (Visitor Centre  ï charge), 0191 383 3594 (Picnic Area).  
Email : rangers@durham.gov.uk  

www.durham.gov.uk  
 

Large, stream -side picnic area, with four small waterfalls within the site. 
Wheelchair ac cess to Visitor Centre and around much of the site, but not to 

Gibsonôs Cave due to steps. Parking in the picnic area, which is about 500 
metres from the entrance to the Visitor Centre. Disabled Visitors can be driven 

to and collected from the Visitor Cent re.  
 

Broompark Picnic Area  
 

Off the B6302, 2 miles from Durham City Centre.  
Tel: 0191 383 3594  
 

At the junction of three railway paths, (Lanchester Valley, Deerness Valley and 

Brandon / Bishop Auckland).  
 

Carrickôs Picnic Area 
 

Derwent Reservoir  
Tel: Con tact Durham County Council 0191 383 3594  

Email : rangers@durham.gov.uk  
www.derwentside.gov.uk  
 

Riverside picnic area at the head of Derwent Reservoir , off B6306 . Wheelchair 

access on grassed area with hard paths . Seats and benches for those with 

walking difficulties. Assistance dogs welcome. Toilet not accessible.  
 

Causey Arch and Picnic Area     ï see Outings page20  
 

Malton Picnic Area  
 

Tel: 0191 383 3594  
 

Situated off the A691, 1 mile east of Lanchester. R iver side path  including the 

famous óThe Waterôs Meetingsô. Also has a new ramp to wheelchair accessible 
Lanchester Valley r ailway path at western end of the site, creating a convenient 

circular route.  
 

Collier Wood Picnic Area  ï See page 11  

Picnic Areas 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/
mailto:rangers@durham.gov.uk


 15 
 

 

Markets are a fu n countryside outing and a chance to see a new place and buy 
local fare. You could also join up the visit with a nice walk in the area.  
 

 
Markets  

Barnard Castle   Lively street market every Wednesday  Outdoor  

Bishop Auckland   Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday    Outdoor  
Chester - le-Street   Friday       Outdoor  

Darlington    Monday to Saturday     Covered  
    Monday and Saturday     Outdoor  

Durham    Saturday       Outdoor  
Ferryhill    Friday       Outdoor  

Hartlepool    Thursday       Outdoor  
 

 
Farmers Markets in County Durh am  
 

Currently, farmersô markets in County Durham are receiving ever-increasing 

interest from producers and consumers alike. The rural nature of the county, 
with its dispersed settlements including several market towns, is ideally suited 

for this type of pr oduce sale and farmersô markets are now held on a fairly 
regular basis across the county.  
 

Information regarding forthcoming Farmersô Markets in your area can also be 
gained from the County Durham Local Agenda 21 Partnership Newsletter, 

obtainable from th e Environment Section of Durham County Council on 0191 
383 3361 or see www.durham.gov.uk/LA21  or visit:  
 

www.farmers.net   www.farma.org.uk  

 
Farmersô Markets can now be found at:  

 
Barnard Castle  
 

Venue: On the cobbles, Market Place .  

1st Saturday monthly , 10am  -  3pm .  
Tel:  01833 631870.  

 
Bishop Auckland  
 

Venue: The Cobbles, Market Place  
2nd Friday monthly 10am  -  4pm .  

Tel: 0771 9 673739.  
 

Chester - le - Street  
 

Venue: Market Pl ace  
1st Tuesday monthly  9am -  3pm.  

Te: l 0 7785 531 257.  

 

 

 

Markets  

http://www.durham.gov.uk/durhamcc/usp.nsf/pws/LA21+-+LA21+Latest+News
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Darlington  
 

Venue: West Row (Pedestrian Area)   
3rd Friday monthly 9am  -  4pm .  

Tel:  013 25 388 691.  

 
Durham City  
 

Venue: Market Place  

3rd Thursday monthly 10am -  4pm .  
Tel:  019 1 384 6153.  

 
Hartle pool  
 

Venue: Historic Quay  

2nd  Saturday monthly 8.30am ï 3.30pm.  
Tel: 01748 884965  

 
Middleton ï in ï Teesdale  
 

Last Sunday in month, April to October, 11am -  4pm  

Tel: 01833 696356  

 
Sedgefield  
 

Venue: Car park, rear of Hope Inn  

2nd  Sunday monthly.  
Tel: 01 740 621774.  

 
Stanhope  
 

Venue: Durham Dales Centre  

4 th  Saturday monthly , 10am -  3pm.  
Tel:  01388 76 5555.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Markets  


