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Cool Photos

Can anyone send in any pho-
tos that they have of our vari-
ous escapades in the snow
please—we’ve realised how
few we have and have ex-
hausted our supplies on this
years e-card!

Wetherby Project

As you'll have read in the
main newsletter we've man-
aged to secure some funding
to start running activities in
the Wetherby area. With this
in mind we’'ll be looking for
volunteers to help out with
the scheme. Final days have-
n‘t yet been established but
we envisage that they will be
two out of Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday each
week. Please let us know if
you might be able to help and
which days you’ll be avail-
able—we can give you a lift
from Harrogate if needed.

Direct Payments

We're sure that you've all
heard about this new way of
funding organisations like
Open Country through per-
sonalised budgets or direct
payments. This scheme gives
the money that we used to
receive directly from Social
Services to each individual
who qualifies and they can
decide where to spend it
(within reason).

The scheme has been brought in to help
give people more choice but it does
mean that we will have to start charging
people a day rate for certain activities
just to cover the lost funds that we usu-
ally received. These charges will have to
cover back room costs including rent,
minibus maintenance, insurance, utilities
etc, etc.

We are keen that these changes don't
affect the service we provide and we are
also keen to keep the costs low so that
people aren’t excluded due to financial
reasons outside of their control. We will
still rely heavily upon volunteers to assist
us with all our activities and hope that
you’ll continue to do so. If you have any
questions then please do not hesitate to
ask one of us.

Don’t forget...

Volunteer induction and Criminal Re-
cords Bureau (CRB) application session
on Monday 13th February (6pm-—
8pm) - if you've haven’t had a CRB check
done recently (within the last five years)
then we need you to do one for us again
please. If you have had one done through
another organisation and are happy for us
to have a photocopy then please bring it
in sometime.

For this quarter's Volunteer social we
will be going to the Harrogate Film Soci-
ety’s on Monday 19th March for a show-
ing of a film called Monsters (it's only a 12
rating just in case you think it too scary!).
Meet at 7pm in the New Inn for drinkies

before. Cost £4

Hatches, Matches & Dis-
patches

Congratulations to Lizzie & Al
Hughes on the birth of their
daughter Amelia—perhaps, in due
course she'll also volunteer for us!

All the best

Dates for your diary:

D Volunteer Induction / CRB

Monday 13th February — Community
House. Induction at 6pm, CRB follows at
7pm. Let us know if you plan to attend.

. Volunteer Social

Monday 19th March, 7pm—Film Night—
Monsters (!} - Cost £4—Meet at the
New Inn Pub, Otley Road.
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60 Second Interview

Each newsletter we will be introducing some of the faces of
the Open Country volunteer clan. We envisage it as a fun way
of finding out a bit more about one another—you never know
but maybe you’ve got more in common than just Open Coun-
try. This time around we’ve finally managed to pin down Nigel
Heptinstall who some of you will recognise from The Adver-
tiser but he’s also responsible for designing the OC Website
and does a great Inspector Clouseau impression (see right).

How long have you been volunteering with Open Country? Seven
years, or is it a millennium?

Favourite Open Country activity — when / where? The Thursday walk-
ing group, when it doesn't rain and Sam isn't training for a 100
mile romp!

...and your worst? David's Jokes!

What's the fiercest animal that you've wrestled / been bitten by and
who won? Sam Parkhouse when he says it a short walk this
week, Sam Parkhouse.

What do you think embarrasses your offspring about you most?
(they're still kids even if they've flown the nest now!) Being in the
same room and when I'm repeating David's jokes!

Do you put your own shelves up at home? Shelves are unnecessary
when cardboard boxes can be stacked!

Do you have a special skill that you think others should know about?
E.g eating donuts without licking lips, being able to lick you elbow etc,
etc. I am a potential British Olympian gold medallist at Sleeping.

If you were going to be a superhero / superheroine what would you be
called and what would your special power be? I am already a super
hero, although, see above, strangely my son doesn't recognise
my powers.

If you have to choose a movie title for your life story, what would that
be? Superhero sleeps in

What is your weirdest "quirk"? Taking a morning and an afternoon
nap.

Last person you argued with? Sam about doing this interview, he
won!

What was your favorite toy as a kid? I have yet to grow up, every-
one looks down on me.

What's your favourite meal and can you cook it yourself? Indian Take-
away, no but I can collect it!

Who wears the trousers in your household? Jackie is usually content
to let me.

What's your favourite phrase or saying? Someone telling me it's
“their round.”

What would the soundtrack to your life be thus far? Silent.
What's the one gadget you couldn't live without? My curling tongs

What's your desert island dinner? Interviewer, boiled in one of
those “"Missionary Pots”!

Nigel Heptinstall
“ It's your round! ”

IQuickfire:
|
|

INeapolitan or Raspberry Ripple? Nea-
|politan

Tea or Coffee? Coffee
Football or Rugby? Rugby
Art or Sport? Sport

|Beach or Mountains? - Mountains
|Beer or Wine? BEER!
|Half empty or half full? Half empty

As always, thank you for all
that you do.

Samh ,Dm,,'ﬁ( nd Kate

Patrons:

Lord Willis of Knaresborough The Queen’s Award for

Air Commodore Simon Bostock DL Voluntary Service 2006
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