WILD ABOUT WAKEFIELD COUNTRYSIDE ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME
Open Country is a Yorkshire based charity that helps people with disabilities access and enjoy the countryside.  Welcome to our activities programme for October to December 2025.  
We run 4 groups a week aimed at adults with learning disabilities or autism.  These
groups run between 10am - 4pm and are chargeable day services:
NATURE FORCE GROUP 
Every Tuesday we carry out important nature tasks around the district like tree and wildflower planting.
TRAILBLAZER GROUP
Join in with helping make our district more accessible with path improvement, cutting back vegetation and conservation projects, every Wednesday.
WILD WALKERS 
Every Thursday we walk between 4 - 7 miles with lots of stops for nature study and to admire the views! 
WILD THINGS
Every Friday we spend time down at our polytunnel growing wildflowers and wood working, or visiting open gardens and nature reserves.
ADAPTED CYCLING 
Our Tandem Club runs between early April - October on Wednesday evenings. Our final ride is on the 1st October but we will be back again next April cycling around Wakefield.
WEEKEND OUTINGS & ADVENTURE CLUB
Open first to anyone with a physical disability or sensory impairment, the outings visit a wide variety of wheelchair accessible locations.  
There’s a £10 booking fee for the trips and we have a wheelchair accessible minibus to get you there.  We pick up from local homes, Wakefield bus station, Wakefield Westgate train station or Thornes Park. 
We’ve chosen destinations with accessible toilets and a café, but please bring a packed lunch and a flask just in case the café closed.
Cancellations within 72 hours of the event will be charged. 
 
CELEBRATION CEILIDH
Saturday 18th October
Admission: £5		Trip: £10
We are celebrating Open Country’s 35th birthday with a Ceilidh. We will be dancing to the English Rebellion Ceilidh band, who will have a caller to help us learn the steps. The dances will be inclusive for all! There will be a light supper, licensed bar, raffle and quiet area.
 
FULL STEAM AHEAD!
Sunday 19th October
Admission: £35		Trip: £10
All aboard for a day on the North York Moors Railway. We will chug along from Pickering to Whitby, where we can chew-chew on some fish and chips before returning on the tracks.
 
LET US PREY (for good flying weather)
Saturday 25th October
Admission: £11		Trip: £10
We’re off to the York Bird of prey centre to see owls, hawks and falcons up close and personal.

KIRKSTALL ABBEY
Sunday 26th October
Admission: Give as you feel   Trip: £10
Let’s wrap up warm and explore the ruins of Kirkstall Abbey and enjoy a stroll down the river Aire. 

YORKSHIRE AIR MUSEUM
Saturday 8th November
Admission: £16		Trip: £10
Let’s go and see the one of the biggest collections of aircraft in the UK. From pre-World War Two aircraft to iconic fighter jets of the Cold War they have machines from all eras of aviation history.
 
5 TOWNS OUTING—POTTERIC CARR
Sunday 9th November
Admission: £4 		Trip: £10
A trip for those in the Castleford, Featherstone, Knottingley, Normanton, and Pontefract areas. We are heading to Potteric Carr for a bit of wildlife spotting. November is a fantastic time to see fungi, wading birds and songbirds feeding on berries.

CONISBROUGH VIADUCT WALK
Sunday 16th November
Admission: Free	Trip: £10
An accessible walk for all along the TransPennine trail for stunning views of the castle and viaduct in Conisbrough. 

NOSTELL PRIORY
Saturday 29th November
Admission: Free 	Trip: £10
A winter stroll around the grounds at Nostell followed by a peruse of the craft market and a warming winter beverage. 
 
ILLUMINATING LANTERNS
Sunday 30th November
Admission:  £17 	Trip: £10
We’re off to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park to discover the most magical winter lantern trail. We’ll explore the park after dark to see the illuminated trail featuring bespoke lanterns and incredible light displays
 
WALKING IN A WINTER WONDERLAND
Sunday 7th December
Admission: Free	Trip: £10
Off to Knaresborough we go to soak up some festive cheer at the Christmas markets. We’ll have a riverside stroll and warm ourselves with some mulled wine or roasted chestnuts followed by a fabulous firework finale.
 
ADVENTURE CLUB
 
PADDLE SPORTS
Saturday 11th October
Admission: £10		Trip: £10
A selection of paddle sports to try down at Manvers Waterfront Boat Club with our very own Barnsley Bob. Sports could include kayaking, dragon-boating and paddle-boarding.
 
SHOOTING
Saturday 15th November
Admission: £12		Trip: £10
Have a go at air rifle shooting with our friends over at Swinefleet, who set up a fully accessible shooting range.  

MAM TOR WALK
Saturday 6th December
Admission: FREE	Trip: £10
Let’s hope for a crisp winters day as we head up to the summit of Mam Tor. As we descend back to the village of Castleton the Christmas lights will light up our return and guide us to the warming glow of the pub.
 
